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IMRD Association 

C O N N E C T I N G  I M R D a n s  
http://www.imrd.eu Welcome, Bienvenidos, Wilkommen, Bienvenue, Benvenuto, Vitajte, Welkom  

to IMRD Alumni Association 

Association launched - 
Newsletter released 

Finally, after a long year of meetings and 
efforts our IMRD Association is officially 
launched. With it, we are very proud to 
present you the first issue of the IMRD 
Association Newsletter. 
 
The Association evolved as a common 
idea of IMRD students of the year 2005-
2007. The aim is to create a network of 
students and alumni of our international 
master course to facilitate present and 
future professional and personal action. 
You all know: It is all about networks and 
connectedness!!! � 
 

 

In focus: Wageningen University 
 

By Jan Schakel – IMRD Wageningen Local Coordinator 
The Rural Sociology Group of Wageningen University studies the dynamics 
of agro-food networks and rural areas in Europe. Characteristic is the 
comparative and empirically driven research approach. Research projects 
are often carried out in multidisciplinary research teams and in collaboration 
with (organizations of) stakeholders. The aim of rural sociology research 
programme is to be scientifically relevant as well as relevant to policymakers 
and practitioners.   ��continue… p. 3 
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We try to publish the newsletter quarterly 
and you are mostly invited to contribute 
to it through your own articles; may it be 
matters about the course, hot issues 
about students life or scientifc 
knowledge about rural development! 
You are welcome to participate!  
 
Enjoy this first issue of the IMRD-
Association Newsletter. We are looking 
forward to your comments and 
suggestions. If you find spelling 
mistakes, you can keep them!  
 
Your, 
 

This is also the aim of this publication: 
Connecting IMRDans! Networking does 
not work without information. 
 
For this first issue, we are very happy to 
present the welcome message of  Guido 
van Huylenbroeck and an overview of 
Wageningen University thanks to 
Anastasiya Shtaltovna and Jan Schakel.  
 
Further, you can find more information 
about the Association and valuable 
language knowledge to get along in all 
seven “IMRD-states”. 
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Welcome from our IMRD-Coordinator 
By Prof. Guido Van Huylenbroeck – IMRD Coordinator 

 

It is with pleasure that I write this article 
for the first newsletter of the IMRD 
Association. The foundation and 
establishment of this association is very 
important for the further development 
and strengthening of our IMRD project. I 
am therefore grateful to all those that 
have put effort in making the IMRD  
Association and this newsletter born. 
May it become a healthy child ! I wish 
also the first chair of the IMRD 
Association and the managing team a lot 
of success. I really hope that the 
association will be a good vehicle to stay 
in contact with and among IMRD alumni 
after their graduation, to disseminate 
information about rural development 
issues, to pass experience from alumni 
to IMRD students and prospective 
students and to reinforce the 

IMRD where possible through the 
expertise of our alumni. 
 
I also hope that all those that graduate 
from the course are proud to be called 
IMRD alumni and are ambassadors for 
the course. During your study in IMRD 
you all become part of the IMRD family 
and network. My hope is that all alumni 
take care of their IMRD family and make 
it grown and prosperous. When the 
professors behind IMRD started this 
journey in 2004, they had some 
academic and professional objectives in 
mind, but these will only be materialised 
in the results that the alumni will reach in 
their further academic and professional 
career. Take with you what you have 
learned within the course as well as all 
personal and cultural experiences and  

souvenirs of your stay in Europe and use 
them as assets to contribute to the 
development of agriculture and rural 
areas. 
 
If all of us does his best in his or her 
position, IMRD alumni can make the 
difference !  
 
I wish all alumni a very prosperous life 
and career and hope that they can fulfil 
the aspirations which made them apply 
for the course. Stay in contact and do 
not hesitate to mobilise the IMRD 
network.  
 
Once IMRD always IMRD ! 
 
Prof. Guido Van Huylenbroeck  � 

Dear IMRD students and alumni… 

What is driving us? 
The members of IMRD Association 
believe in the values of human dignity 
and equality and engage themselves 
to promote a better living for people in 
rural areas and to foster the 
sustainability of rural areas. 
It is the vision of IMRD Association 
that a worldwide network of IMRD 
graduates and students will benefit its 
members and preserve the 
opportunities the course gave to IMRD 
students in order to support the values 
of the IMRD association members in 
diverse ways.  
 
What do we want to do? 
IMRD Association wants to serve as a 
platform to promote communication 
and exchange among former IMRD 
alumni, as well as in between alumni 
current students and the IMRD 
consortium.  It seeks to create an 
IMRD identity among alumni and 
current students and aims to build 
lifelong relationships between its 
members for professional as well as 
personal reasons. 

IMRD association wants to promote the 
generation and flow of knowledge about 
rural development issues among its 
members and further strives to become 
recognized as a pool of professional 
rural development expertise.  
 
That means concretely? 
- Maintaining fluid and permanent 
communication among IMRD alumni as 
well as in between the universities of the 
consortium, students,  alumni and 
professors of IMRD 
 
- Keeping members informed about 
current research on rural development, 
further education and working 
opportunities. 
 
- Creating a meeting point for 
discussions about rural development and 
to promote the generation of knowledge 
and exchange of ideas 
 
- Creating a platform for discussion for 
current students to exchange information 
about issues surrounding rural 
development, IMRD course and students 
life. 
 

Which services do we provide to 
you? 
Newsletter, website platform, 
document database (courseworks, 
thesises, etc.), discussion forum, 
members directory on-line, e-mail 
forwarding to .eu domain, students 
Guide (useful information about 
IMRD-towns), rural web links, almost 
everything you need! 
 
How is that possible? 
With you. In order to make this whole 
thing work we need your participation 
and support!  
 
We are urgently searching for people 
to participate in the different working 
groups. 
 
Explore http://www.imrd.eu to know 
more about the Association and to 
find out how you can contribute and 
get involved. 
 
See you around !? 
 

About the IMRD Association... 
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Congratulations 
Batch 
2005 – 2007! 
Wishing you all the best in your personal and 
professional future!  

� Aráuz Torres Mario Alberto - 
Nicaragua 
� Bakwowi Jeshma Ntsou - 
Cameroon 
� Ballesteros Ocampo 
Claudia Raquel - Bolivia 
� Bist Sarika Kunwar - Nepal 
� Boyer Michelet - Haití 
� Chellattan Veettil 
 Prakashan - India 
� Chudharop Miss Sritala – 
Nam - Thailand 
� Dai Xiaoxiang – China 
� Disegni Gili Nury Rossana - 
Chile 
� Dongari Kiran – India 
� Dosev Ivaylo Stefanov - 
Bulgaria  
 
 

� Othman Elmy Nahida - 
Malasya 
� Puthiyapurayil Changat 
Deepesh - India 
� Saavedra Serrano Emma 
Estela – Bolivia 
� Shah Faisal - Pakistan 
� Shtaltovna Anastasiya - 
Ukraine 
� Vera Castillo Yolanda 
Beatriz - Mexico 
� Vulpe Mariana - Moldova 
� Wei Rong - China 
� Willeghems Gwen - Belgium 
� Wongkhieo Adhi - Thailand 
 
 

Percentage of 
Population in 
Urban Areas 

1980,2000,2020 
(source: UNFPA 2007) 

 
Photo: Case Study in Slovakia, 2006 

Graduation ceremony: 

September 19th, 2007  

at 11:00 h in Het Pand, 

Kapittelzaal, Onderbergen 

1, 9000 Gent – Belgium 
� Enríquez Valencia Susana 
Angela - Ecuador 
� Khan Abdul Hamid - 
Pakistan 
� Kher Swaroop - India 
� Kulkarni Sharavari – India 
� Lazos Ruíz Adi Estela - 
Mexico 
� Md. Moniruzzaman – 
Bangladesh 
� Mohammad Ismail 
Hossain – Bangladesh 
� Morales Quiroz Margarita - 
Spain 
� Obih Uchenna - Nigeria 
� Oonhapattana Supanee - 
Thailand 

 
  

 1980 2000 2020 

Argentina 82,9 89,2 92,2 

Cambodia 12,4 16,9 29,6 

Uganda 7,5 12,1 16 

Poland 58,1 61,7 65,7 

Indonesia 22,1 42 62,6 

Kazakhstan 6,5 7,6 8 
(2015) 

Benin 27,3 38,4 47,3 

��In focus: Wageningen University …from front page 
By Jan Schakel – IMRD Wageningen Local Coordinator 

Welcome, to the Wageningen 
University and the Rural Sociology 
Group which is part of the Department 
of Social Sciences (see 
http://intra.dmw.wurnet.nl/uk/) .  
The University and Research Centre 
were founded in 1918 and agricultural 
education was first offered in 
Wageningen in 1876. For almost a 
century it has been an important 
education and research centre in the 
plant, animal, environmental, agro-
technological and social sciences.  
Wageningen University and Research 
Centre (Wageningen UR) is a unique 
organization that combines 
fundamental, strategic and applied 
research with innovative education at 
BSc, MSc and PhD levels. This 
extensive research base enables to 
meet the urgent need for expertise in 
agriculture, the food industry and  

natural resource management. 
Wageningen UR has a dual focus: food 
and the  environment. It’s scope 
encompasses the entire food  supply 
chain, including  agribusiness, non-
food agricultural production, 
environmental  issues and issues 
related to land use. Food safety, food 
quality,  functional foods and 
environment-related aspects of leisure 
are focus areas that have recently 
gained interest. Besides generating 
fundamental knowledge, Wageningen 
UR sets great store in the 
dissemination of knowledge. It 
emphasizes finding the right 
combinations of scientific insight and 
skills, including practical skills, which 
can lead to  innovative applications. 
This goal is given shape by the close 
interaction between science, society 
and business.  

The Rural Sociology Group was 
established in 1946. During the 1950s, 
1960s and early 1970s education and  
the modernization of agriculture and 
rural society, and the main themes 
were the diffusion of innovations and 
the social-cultural predispositions of 
farmers and rural people to accept 
change. 
In the late 1970s it became clear that a 
reorientation of the discipline was 
needed since a new set of issues had 
emerged within the agricultural 
development agenda, especially: the 
growth of agribusiness, the subsequent 
loss of farmers' autonomy and the 
emergence of the question of the 
survival of family farming, the role of 
women in agriculture and rural 
development, and the environmental 
problem. These were soon followed by 
theoretical developments and empirical  
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research relating to heterogeneity, 
farming styles, endogenous 
development and regional 
problems. 
 
At present the research 
programme of the Rural Sociology 
Group is oriented – both 
empirically and theoretically – at 
transformation processes in rural 
regions and the food supply chain. 
Specific attention is paid to the 
different levels at which these 
transformation processes occur 
and are shaped, as well as to the 
different actors and institutions 
involved. The Rural Sociology 
Group studies and analyses these 
transformation processes from an 
interpretative-explanatory 
sociological perspective, 
combining qualitative and 
quantitative research methods. A 
common denominator is the focus 
on diversity, agency, micro-macro 
linkages and the differential 
dynamics of practices and 
processes of institutionalisation. 
An important feature of its 
research is the multidisciplinary 
approach, based on a well-
established co-operation between 
sociologists, economists, 
agronomists, animal scientists and 
technicians. Equally relevant is 
the close collaboration with 
(organisations of) stakeholders. If 
you want to have a closer look, 
please visit our website: 
http://www.rso.wur.nl/UK/. 
 
If you are interested to study in 
Wageningen, please pay attention 
to the schedule of the semesters! 
Moreover, due to the fact that 
Wageningen University is very 
international university, it takes 
some time to get housing, 
registration, visa etc. All 
information about studying in 
Wageningen can be found at 
http://www.wageningenuniversiteit.n
l/UK/education/studentinformation/  
If you want any further information 
on registration and other 
administrative things, please 
contact:  
Marita.vandenBergh@wur.nl . 
substantial information on 
courses, projects, thesis etc, 
please contact the local IMRD 
coordinator, Jan Schakel 

I’m Anastasiya Shtaltovna, I’m 23. Originally I come from Ukraine, Kiev.  
 

IMRD has given me  a great opportunity to study in different Universities of Europe. 
And it is the best of the best opportunities to learn more and more things, discover 
rural development issues from different perspectives. For instance, Institutional and 
microeconomics in Berlin, societal, multifunctional and embedded in network in 
Wageningen; Pisa offered a ‘ quality of the local products and slow food’ view on rural 
development, Slovakia taught with the rural appraisal methods and more interesting 
things, and finally Gent game a’ farm and project management’ finalizing look at rural 
development. My goal was to learn it from all sides!  
 

Hereby are my memories of study time in Wageningen. It was special, because I was 
the first one there, because I was alone (regarding IMRD company), because I got lost 
in this little country since the moment I landed in the Schiphol airport, because I got 
chickenpox there and because I made new friends there within 3 months period of my 
study!  
 

Again, thanks to IMRD I got to Wageningen city and University. I always wanted to 
deepen my knowledge in social sciences, but I didn’t really have a chance within my 
previous study. When I have discovered that I can follow some courses on rural 
development and social issues of the rural areas from Rural Development department 
in Holland, I thought straight ahead that it was my chance and I could not miss it.  
Wageningen has exceeded all my expectations. I’ve met here great people. 
  
There, in the little world of Wageningen, you can find all favorable conditions for study: 
nice modern building of Leeuwenborch and very close to it you are already in a nice 
nature: forest, Rijn and beautiful landscapes all around the city; facilities like library, 
computers, helpful and friendly teaching staff. If you are eager to broaden your 
knowledge about some other countries, you just have to decide which country…And 
then you go outside, just look for the representative from this state (as here you can 
find so great international community) and talk to him/her, while sitting on the stairs of 
the same building, exchanging your experience. The only dis-encouragement there is 
ever rainy weather which keeps you indoors studying� that finally brings you great 
outcomes – you pass heavy exams & got more and more knowledge and new ideas! 
  

Again it’s a little city, but you can find here 
everything, what you want. It seems that the 
citizens of the city have become so much 
used to this international community and 
they are always open and helpful!  
If you become friends with Dutch students  
(sometimes it seems that they are in minority  
here), lucky you, they are verrrrry good friends. 
Living here for a while I’ve found some words 
that in the most appropriate way describe my 
shortbut great life and study period in Wageningen: 
 

‘het leven is mooi’ (life is beautifull)!  
 

Impression of the first IMRD student in Wageningen,  2006 

Jan Schakel 
Education Coordinator Rural Sociology Group 
Lecturer Science, Technology and Society 
  
Wageningen University 
Rural Sociology Group 
Leeuwenborch, room 2045 
Hollandseweg 1 
6706 KN Wageningen 
The Netherlands 
  
tel. +31-317-485150 
fax +31-317-485475 
email jan.schakel@wur.nl      
Web: http://www.rso.wur.nl/uksus � 

Photo: Anastasiya Shtaltovna 
IMRD student 2005-2007 

Photo:Wei Rong (IMRD student 
2005-2007) and Jan Schakel 
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IMRD Association 
LOGO 

CONTEST 

 

��News 
Our Europeans in China! 
 

In september this year, seven IMRD students 
and three lecturers went on the first IMRD case 
study to China, discussing about and practicing  
village development in rural and peri-urban 
China. Their journey took them from the 
metropolis of Bejing to the tiny village of Bamudi, 
via the expanding city of  Nanjing to Shanghai. 
Reports and a “trailer” about the case study are 
available at the Association webpage.  

Official launching of the 
Alumni Association  
took place on the 19th of September 
at Ghent University. 
 
All the best Evert! 
Our technical coordinator Evert 
Waterloos left the IMRD to pursue 
further education. We wish him all 
the best for that. And according to 
Huylenbroeck (2007)... “Once IMRD, 
always IMRD”! � 
 
Welcome Gerrit Stassyns! 
Gerrit is our new technical 
coordinator administering and 
organizing our studies.  
 
 
And most important... 
Participate actively in the 
Association!!! 

IMRD survival mini dictionary 
 

By Adi E. Lazos Ruíz  – IMRD quasi Alumni  2005-2007 

 English Español Italiano Slovensko Deutsch Francois Nederlands 

Hello! Hola! Ciao! Ahoj! Hallo! Salut! Het hallo! 

Please Por favor Per favore Prosim Bitte S'il vous plait Alstublieft 

Thanks Gracias Grazie � akujem! Danke Merci Dank U 

Good bye Adios Ciao Dovidenia Tschüss À bientôt Tot Ziens 

Help! Ayuda! Aiuto! Pomoc! Hilfe! À l'aide ! Help! 

Bread Pan Pane Chlieb Brot Pain Brood 

Water Agua Acqua Voda Wasser Eau Water 

Where is the 
toilet? 

¿Dónde está 
el servicio? 

Dov’è il 
bagno? Kde je záchod? Wo ist die 

Toilette? 
Où sont les 
toilettes? 

Waar is het 
toilet? 

I love you Te amo Ti amo Milujem �a Ich liebe dich Je t’ aime Ik hou van je 

I am IMRD Soy IMRD Sono IMRD Ja som IMRD Ich bin IMRD Je suis IMRD Ik ben IMRD 

I don’t like 
cucumber 

No me gusta 
el pepino 

Non mi piace 
il cetriolo 

Ne l’ubim 
uhurky 

Ich mag keine 
Gurke 

Je n'aime pas 
le concombre 

Ik hou van 
komkommer niet 

 

Problem: The IMRD Association 
does not have a distinctive logo 
for identification and 
representation of the Association 
worldwide! 
 
Solution: You create a logo that 
reflects the mission, vision and 
goals of the IMRD Association 
until 20thNovember 2007! 
 
Benefit: If you win, IMRD 
Association has a logo and you a 
30 Euro voucher to buy books 
through Amazon! 
 
Check http://www.imrd.eu ! 

Photo: Participants of the IMRD 
Case Study China on the Great Wall 
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